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Reporting Rape Charges: Treating Victims As Victims

- ' By DENI ELLIOTT

W A any women have reported apes In Newsrooma should victima '
the past several wecks, One, be-  alike, but they shoukin't treat any of them
cause she identified her raplat as the

nephew of Senator Edward Kennedy, has
hag treatment by the press.

' 'NBC first told us her name. The New
York Times repeatéd it the next day and
tgr;dmusmedetaﬂs:anamunﬂngul'ha
tradiic priciaming et

u&@wmw,m o

with crimes, before they g6 1o court, before -
\s decided, (s based

abm.llwhyubedldn‘tmamthel’ntherdl_m
child, and the Times' own analysls of how
the womian grew from a Midwestern h
school girt with & wiki streak to a
Beach woman of means.

No ane had to peep in mmmmﬂﬁ
this information {although reporters did
too}. The recoed 19 public. This kind of infor-
mation s available on all of us, But, the
cholce by some newatooms to share those
Ffacis with their audiences has a nation won-

dering again about what people need to’
And, wondering

koow about alleged victims. s
what they need to kmow about uspects,
It's not that 4 {s so difficult to make or

Justify some rules, It'ajust that the rules that

make sense conflict with the way that
thinga have always been dovne. This jan't the
first itme thal newsroom tradittons have got-
ten in the way of falmess atd consistency.

First, newsrooms should treat victins of
rape the way that they treat other victima of
violent crime.

" hould be d when
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And fewpenpledamvetohnvethdr
mnyhummmﬂzcdinﬂwmﬂﬂ—

umna.

Let's take theae rules oie a4 a Hme, The
oeed Lo treat all victims allke becatye appar-
ent to me after a talk with a vietim of what'a
ealled “domestic violenoe.”

‘Whea | met her, she was media-shy and
court-weary, Her cx-husband had been

ening her eyea.
The woman's BCATS WETE
healed when 1 met her, but she was
from her recent battles with opposing coun-
se) and with the community,
‘Penplemneuptnmeatﬂ:eoﬁheand
say, ‘How could this happen
wnmﬂkeymﬂ"menﬂ.'l‘hcyacthhel
deserved 1t.° . il
 wish that the son-of-a-bitch had raped
me, too,~ she said. “At least then they
wmﬂdn‘thavemlmymma_:lnthepapm'
Rapevsaﬁms:ru\'talonemfedmgvul—
nerable, revictimized and ‘Theae
recungsarea!mmdbymnntvjcnmsnfvb-
Ient erime. if the vielim's sensitivities are
gudngtndlﬂai:newupul!cylnuwhmm
ofmpe.theyumulddosnmuu:ermas
well

mmmtaﬂmunmdm
Jent crime as they treat most survivors of

rape. Give them all the cholce of being -

named or not.

Denl ERott is the director of the Institute
for the Study of Applied and Professional
Dartmouth

on a historical Int framityg our

tion and designing an open government, our
us from & in

which pecret police grab citizens from thelr

beds with no acoouritability. -

Folice recorda are open; charged

with crimes are iientified, If other citizens

know that name, they can come forward

_ with en alibl. if they know the name, they
additional evidence for convie-

can provide
tion, Naming thoee charged with crimes ro-
tects the person charged and the community

s justification for talking about & crime
n Heu of charges. But, @ day or two after the

mmammmm'

record and ts inted

Think about the wealth of public infor-

ration available on all of us:

Rirth, marriage and death certificates:
civil. i and probate court d
driver's Hocnee traffic

Publicaty but ir ing
nformation used to be what separated the
weekly goealp sheets from mainsiream news

sources. But the recent New York Times .

and computer-iiterate reporters, information’
that used to take days or weeks to accumu-
iate now takes minutes or hours. It's always
een public, but it's never been easler to get.
‘hewever, fs not morml fustification.

The reason for publishing information
ﬂmtlsguingtnhudha.sgottnhebeﬂer
than, "We've got IL."

in an cra when less is in the private
realm, news organizations need to be more
Judicious In thelr selection of public facts,
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