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| A New Warp and Weft

i the Classroom

Hy Lt Elfiatt

DECADE alter compleling my

dowtoral work, [ eleciclad do

reconpeer with my studenls

by leaming something en-
tirely foscipa Lo my nalenis, cducation,
and expesiznce. §decided g learn o
Wedve,

A hxan, lmraghl vears Belore anoa
whim. had, until then, been rothing
ntee Lltan i sulutamdl pioce of Fving.
rearn seulplore. B, once T registered
Lor weaving wlags, 1 Jooked al e Jnam
with n mixtues of andeipaion and Fear,
Althowgh my logers ached o grisducs
inlticale amed elepam :nprslricsh [ woge
ricd that my attempts would more like-
I pesubl in g lanefed weh.

[ cheae sometking daunling on pur-
pme L owaoled o malch the peycho-
lopieal stare of swdens who walk into
my elhiss clasa | projecied onle then
g afesire to learn and dnowell T ook
ug thede can desire Lo learn and do well,
& well &l Lo cuncern il the ma-
cerinl might prove dno dififteulr,

While laking the weavipg class |
shared Ui exprrienes with my sindenis
“Thnt soends sohasd ) they would say
when 1 told them about @ poosling Ly
gk, L EClL vanbarniesed when T renlized
hevws tarely professors provids that much
empalhy and respect bo sludeils a8 Loy
cinbark vn e humbling experanes af
aming something new

“That was fust the bepinnaag of Lhe in-

ala il encouraged me o revnmp
wlf :uarh.ing‘ mechnds, Gver Liome, the
more [ fecused on the nalere of oy wwn
leanuing. the sune | oendarsinmd why
shiclenis find waws o pvasd haness als
a0 dearn,

Billing in the weaving class, 1 lult ank
wiard, Dhar pragneme was piblic, immartal-
iwetl von classtonm looms for all 1o sce:
1 waz slower than the other sludels,
My choices of wag amd well, wolurs,
arnd eaturs socmved diflerent. Was )
izagining i, nr were the othees avaids
ing me? [was a university professor, vel
T el like a spegial feamer,

T weavany, leacher providid nnflap-
ing supgeTl despire my arwvioys defs
cizreics, However [ might campare aiy
progress with that ol oy Tellow sug
deats, shie worked with and reinforesd
vzch ol ns For hee, weaving was nol a
compeLitive sparl.

T though! abwul low oflen [ pul sin-
denls s the spsl, imsisling, ahai 1!1:_*5-
tuke intelleciieal risks Before ey fely
ready [ realized that [ wasn't doing
much Lo make them fecl safe when Ui
responses were less shaan perlevl ] amain
Iy mmasaagedd U vgas of Lhe studen:s
wher mest quickly and accuraiely read
ry mind T heeame brpatiznl with the
corlributions of those less oflen oL far-
pet 1 erticimed Lheir commenls withuut
cumiten abuoul bow shal might affesr
their learning.

A T wive, it became abvigas that |
had 10 cmbrace and disenl my mis
lakes Brafore 1 eowsld Jearn what was
going wrong—and bwefune T ol oon-
sislently pe1 chings dght, Tul whal was
I deding in oy uwn elesroom? Like
every edher teacher | know, thiaugh-
oul the semesler 1 wssigrand grodes o
sludiends’ written anempts o leam, No
wonder Lhey avaeded Lurning in (heir
wurk, o1 even Teln defven 1o cheal.

[f my weaving teacher had nisigned
U senes of F5 that | would have de-
served i ey eardy alleaspls § ookl
have quil. When my tescher said Lhal,
hiel she pradad, she wald have piver
e higher macks becuse of my sinccre
cliurt, 1 gained g few understanding of
erade infaticn,

¥ WEA PTG CLass b Gephe

mie thil [wasshe only per-

sof who could definilively
. kierw when [ had lenmied
gllnng. Bomelimes oy wcaving
Leacher protsed me with & nole of L
prise for doing somelhing righl, Tn thase
agug sha wis no more amaced than |
wis My suecesses, in ihose inskoces,
were accidents, unlikely 1o he repeated
But whun [ bind inily achicved now
learning, | Enew 0T Cellit, [ oould apply
the learning al hone, uo o leam af my
L

That's when 1 really saw fhe lack af
eopiselion belween leziing amd grices
Howe ollen 1 had henred a swudeal sheat
*esl™ with surpeisic and delighi whea |
rerummed a praded gragesr or lest In such
cases, e A was more squivalest (s wins
ming Lhe kedeery e an allimeation ol
whit 2 student already koew Bt she
kaew Bather (han demonsimating irie
Teariing, my sucenis were gambling 1a
pratuce jis what they thoughl | wanl-
el

I begaa fo consider whit wos guing
of BTy o classoom, amd fnally un-
dezstinnl that, In my grading, | owazn'l
axaluating learning, Instead. | was il
I il were wvanably paing-hy-nua-
Ber produdtions ol my ows making. 1
guve studenss feguiced slruciures and
materials, and hardly wvor ovided on-
periunitics (o shueam L eolor nusside Lhe
lises, Whether muliple-chasice or 20
puge papee, shocbanswer fusl or casary,
1 designed Lthe evaluatiun laal. | enlned
my own ddes ol whar siodemz sheuk
Frodues, sather than offcring them an
sgprchunily 1o demansirate whin thay
hauth nerually leacacad,

Why is 3L ned surprising that seme
studenls lack swolivalion far real lear-
ing? Muosl of them have nevig Deen
arked L Luke: rospangibitity [ il Lang,
'|?EF_IJI'I= collepe. they are suductrinnied 10
helizve thal the only evidence of learn-
ing thal olallecs & the judgmerl of an
calernal nulhnri1}-.

BT
OBSERVER [

Finge that life-changny sensesier
which 1 leamad 1o wenve, I've worked,
with my studenls, (o make cach class a
Lapesizy thal stimulales nad SRS
lesrning. T tell students that they are re-
spinsible Tur Shetr vwn Jmeming, © eon-
winee them thag their demensization of
learming—including nustakos—will ba
aoiliced and rewnseled

ey colleapeey e
abaur my approach. many
are skeptical, Taey cite un-
msshevaled stuclenis, pver

sirel classes, and their dwn esowded
sehedules as reasaons Tor clinpiop 4o Gan-
puter-praged feals and esemblyline
iipnmuents. sl having siuders ke
responditility Tor their own learning
duesn'l vieate now cespendbilicies Tor
alrzady averaarked Treube mcenbers; it
sy changos the Macully rele (rom
founlain of wisdom o Tt 1 ee-
Lae e asller indformatica and 2o s2necly
far ergaging ways for studenls Lo gain
oew kiowledpe Mot |oam mew mone
nadil that each sinclem las hee asaen
ngerda—ar might deseles one, given
the thance:

Workig fu cnsile emsironments for
raing—with assessien k-
niuies that paiebi—es the st dutighls
Tul puade that | have colismlad na 25
wiais ol feaching, Fvery semesiar is n
wark in propress aed every elass 1éachs
4 AiE apere abwvad hovs Lo Facilalalbe amd
cozch ratl=r fhon du pudee.

Here monbat 1 have learned smfa |
muzl have clear obfesives and mist
construel metheds by owlach siuconls
can know o Ui vwn i they hive
actneved thase obiemives 11 suxlens
e b b gesponzible for theic con
fenrming they musl sl calabinfi o
learming alyestive e bwa Tor dhern
splves Durong the ierm, they write shur
emsinyk in relnss abau theie progress. O
thew bring i matecials or journal go-
Irics showing that Ihey are achirany
therr goals o recounting, with pricle,
mistakes 1hnt they have made and recs
ngeixed,

I epllect and fils the matenals bul
st exwning Lhe cunlent uniess aoso-
dumt hns quesiioms o1 reguests thal
e revicw the malerials logelhen Al

Ll enel af the semesier, stsdentz road
through the malerial that they Lkave
Luzied o throaehem? the izem o med Fes
wen it 1 me along with sonsething 1hal
degtansdrales how weil thay hive dope
in mepting aur mutual leaming goals
While an analylic papod 3§ a4 cummon
cligive [z demonstration, [ opew affes
thal as an eliesnative, nod 4 mandate,

Talil give enamms Lhal reguire stulenrs
lovwrite iomghiul sseayvs an tapics fhat
[ think that they shauld ks, bul auwe
I dhistribuste my questions welt in ad-
vance of the etz Beeause 1 am clear
aboul what [ expecl sludeats by bear
Uiy dunr’t dueve L ey do el mw mind,
Tumedd 10 neeepr whhonl questing the
coneerlicn ol hiding Lest gquesbaos
feow Lgansl lisnd o reason tha siedeas
sannlid gaess a1 what T want thern 1o
learn. Desides, providing the gueetions
afgand el s adluws sbixlends s el me
when thise quesiinns dan niake sonss,

A dndirect Benclit of nay aiew ap
praasd L westing is thal neithar the soe-
clenis nar Tean Briere sur whal i winkl
atear e cheat. What Lam festiog s i
ahility 10 wrile cisays Ihal apply crn
cepls fhat | think are imporans. Some
sustents hove adequate knowledee ol
The cuncepls booabe fhal Lufune laking
comnn B wnly o in the
wuurse, sl others arer't A% 0 write
the essavs entil the night befuge 1w
wwarn, ocan't Inkly know how any s
denl by achieved the lewsl of usiders
staneling, thar Tenll sdeduate; Tam jusg
pind L fee hal they have,

As osdenis and twachers comm-
wizale more apenly, they can callaborals
rn o erealing leaching and assessaent
techimiques Lhal stinsu ks leaming. Thins
Tornung tie wstublisked spem of each-
g amnd evaluniinm in I'.ighu_-; vducaling
isaf caurse, 10w big a burden lor any
vne of s Dt as iy ke les taught
mig, ey leachuer i every clasrnnm has
Al spipirlunity oy eresura g oamd peaard
shucleni Immlng—rnl.l-_.:r than ximpl;,
judpe 1cachercentered prodists We can
change the jcles, ane chesronm s oa
L.
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